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AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY TO 1877
FALL 2021
INSTRUCTOR NAME:  
Kevin McQueeney
OFFICE LOCATION:  
Peltier 245M
PHONE NUMBER: 

448-4884
EMAIL:  



kevin.mcqueeney@nicholls.edu
OFFICE HOURS:  

Mon, Wed 2:15-4:30; Tues, Thurs 2:50-4:30; Friday: 12:45-2:55




https://nicholls-edu.zoom.us/j/2194607911 





Meeting ID: 219 460 7911

Syllabus Revision Statement:

This syllabus is subject to revision, but not without prior notice by the instructor.

Class Meeting Days/Hours/Classroom Location:
T, TH 1:30-2:50 Peltier 227
Zoom: https://nicholls-edu.zoom.us/j/87029893353?pwd=Z1JMTk9JQ0Q3cmdIbVIrcEVmTkkyQT09 
Passcode 419946
Catalog Description including Prerequisites: 

HIST 312. African American History. 3-3-0. Prerequisite: None.  
 (54.0101)).  
Required Text and Other Materials: 
Material will be posted on the course Moodle page. 
There is no required textbook. However, the instructor recommends the following textbook for background material. 

Earl Lewis and Robin D.G. Kelley, To Make Our World Anew Vol. 1: A History of African Americans to 1880 (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000)-Available at the campus bookstore
Or

African American History and Culture-Available for free online:   https://louis.oercommons.org/courses/african-american-history-and-culture/view 

Or for download as free e-book: 
https://library.achievingthedream.org/fscjafricanamericanhistory/ 

Students will be expected to be familiar and ready to discuss the readings in class. 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
This course fulfills three hours of the general education requirement for History and covers two core competencies. For more information on the core curriculum, go to www.nicholls.edu/general-education/.

Assigned Competency - Communication

Second Competency – Critical Thinking

General Education Learning Objectives: This course fulfills three hours of the general education requirement for Humanities and covers two core competencies. For more information on the core curriculum, go to www.nicholls.edu/general-education/.

Communication - Students will be able to communicate effectively by employing rhetorical principles, relevant research methods, and effective delivery based on audience and genre while demonstrating a firm grasp of the subject matter.

Critical & Innovative Thinking- Students will be able to explain key concepts and terminology as well as apply and transform them in an understandable and appropriate manner.

Course Specific Student Learning Outcomes:

1. Students will gain an understanding of African American History and develop skills, including analysis, research, critical thinking, and oral and written communication. 
Course Content: 

Please note: Complete the reading prior to each class, as we will be discussing that material in class that week. In class, we will also be examining primary sources; you do not need to look at the primary sources prior to class. 

WEEK 1 INTRODUCTION 
Tuesday, August 17 Discuss Syllabus and Course Expectations 
Thursday, August 19 African American History
Readings: 

Nikole Hannah-Jones, "America Wasn't a Democracy, Until Black Americans Made it One," New York Times August 14, 2019 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/black-history-american-democracy.html 

Stephanie Jones-Rogers, “If Only Trayvon Had Freedom Papers,” History News Network https://historynewsnetwork.org/article/152622 
In Class Analyze: Elizabeth Barrett Browning, “The Runaway Slave at Pilgrim’s Point,” 1848 (Pages 11-13 Stanzas I-III, XXIX-XXX)

http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/maai/identity/text3/charlottefortenjournal.pdf 

http://voyagingthroughhistory.exeter.ac.uk/2020/01/14/the-runaway-slave-at-pilgrims-point/ 
In Class: Watch Freedom on the Move Promo Video https://freedomonthemove.org/promo.html 

In-Class Discussion: "Language of Slavery" https://www.nps.gov/subjects/undergroundrailroad/language-of-slavery.htm 
Watch: The 1619 Project https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xzNyrFhzew 

"What Trump is saying about the 1619 Project" https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/what-trump-is-saying-about-1619-project-teaching-u-s-history (0-1:00)
In Class Discussion: "Saving American History Act of 2020" https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4292/text 

"Florida Education Board Bans Critical Race Theory, 1619 Project In Schools" https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/education/2021-06-10/florida-education-board-bans-critical-race-theory-1619-project-in-schools 
Louisiana House Bill No. 564 https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1211990 
"Backlash on Louisiana lawmaker grows following his comments about slavery"

https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2021/04/28/backlash-louisiana-lawmaker-grows-following-comments-about-slavery/4880872001/ 

"What is the 1836 Project" https://www.newsweek.com/what-1836-project-texas-promote-patriotic-education-1598616 
§ Supplemental reading not required: 

"The Vocabulary of Freedom" https://undergroundrailroadhistory.org/the-vocabulary-of-freedom/ 

Katy Waldman, "Slave or Enslaved Person" https://slate.com/human-interest/2015/05/historians-debate-whether-to-use-the-term-slave-or-enslaved-person.html
WEEK 2 PRIMARY SOURCES, ARCHIVAL SILENCES, AND AFRICAN ORIGINS 
Tuesday, August 24 
Reading: 
Neil McMillan, "WPA Slave Narratives"

http://mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/articles/64/wpa-slave-narratives
OR
William Andrews "An Introduction to the Slave Narrative" 

https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/intro.html 
Halee Robinson, "Black Women’s Voices and the Archive" https://www.aaihs.org/black-womens-voices-and-the-archive/ 

Skim: Michel-Rolph Trouillot, Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History Ch. 2 "The Three Faces of Sans Souci" (focus on 47-69) https://www.history.ucsb.edu/wp-content/uploads/Trouillot-1995-chapt.-2.pdf 
In Class Watch: 
"Unchained Lives: Readings from the Slave Narratives" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6oiZAH-X5_8 

Dominque Luster "Archives Have the Power to Boost Marginalized Voices" https://www.ted.com/talks/dominique_luster_archives_have_the_power_to_boost_marginalized_voices 
In Class Discussion "Reading Against the Grain" https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/teaching-strategies/close-and-critical-reading/reading-against-the-grain 

§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Brandon Byrd, "Black Women, Slavery, and Silences of the Past" https://www.aaihs.org/black-women-slavery-and-silences-of-the-past/ 

"Archives for Black Lives in Philadelphia: Anti-Racist Description Resources" https://archivesforblacklives.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/ardr_final.pdf 
 "The Limitations of the Slave Narrative Collection" 

https://www.loc.gov/collections/slave-narratives-from-the-federal-writers-project-1936-to-1938/articles-and-essays/introduction-to-the-wpa-slave-narratives/limitations-of-the-slave-narrative-collection/ 

Rebecca Onion, "Is the Greatest Collection of Slave Narratives Tainted by Racism"

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/history/2016/07/can_wpa_slave_narratives_be_trusted_or_are_they_tainted_by_depression_era.html
Ellen Hamptom, "‘Lawdy! I was sho’ happy when I was a slave!’: Manipulative editing in the WPA former-slave narratives from Mississippi"

https://journals.openedition.org/orda/522?lang=en
Michael Woods, "Slave Narratives and the Civil War," 

https://www.essentialcivilwarcurriculum.com/slave-narratives-and-the-civil-war.html 
"Archives for Black Lives in Philadelphia: Anti-Racist Description Resources"

 https://archivesforblacklives.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/ardr_final.pdf 
Digital Archaeological Archive of Comparative Slavery https://www.daacs.org 
North American Slave Narratives https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/ 

Thursday, August 26 
Readings: 
Olaudah Equiano Describes His Homeland in West Africa (1789) http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/maai/freedom/text5/equiano.pdf 
§ Supplemental reading not required: 
Kelley & Lewis, Preface and pp. 3-8
African American History and Culture Module 1 African Origins https://louis.oercommons.org/courses/african-american-history-and-culture/view 
Patrick Manning, “Connections to 1600,” pp. 35-61 (E)
WEEK 3 TRANSATLANTIC BEGINNINGS
Tuesday, August 31
Readings: 
Atlantic World Context http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/africanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld 
Slavery before the Trans-Atlantic Trade 

http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/africanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld/slaverybeforetrade 
European Christianity and Slavery (1st 4 paragraphs) http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/africanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld/europnea_christianity_and_slav 

Freedom, Slavery, and Race in the New World

http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/africanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld/freedom_slavery_race_in_the_ne 

New World Racism http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/africanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld/new_world_racism 

Plantations and the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 

http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/africanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld/plantations_before_the_transat 

New World Labor Systems: American Indians

http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/africanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld/new_world_labor_systems 
§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Kelley & Lewis, pp. 9-25
African American History and Culture Module 2 The African Slave Trade and the Atlantic World https://louis.oercommons.org/courses/african-american-history-and-culture/view 

Lisa Lindsay’s Chapter 1 from Captives as Commodities, pp. 22-41 (E)*
Thursday, September 2
Reading:

Michael Guasco, “The Fallacy of 1619: Rethinking the History of Africans in Early America,” Black Perspectives, September 4, 2017 

https://www.aaihs.org/the-fallacy-of-1619-rethinking-the-history-of-africans-in-early-america/  
Hilary Beckles, “On Barbados, The First Black Slave Society,” Black Perspectives, April 8, 2017 https://www.aaihs.org/on-barbados-the-first-black-slave-society/
Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Life of Olaudah Equiano,  Chapter V excerpt (E) https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15399/15399-h/15399-h.htm#CHAP_V (Start from paragraph beginning "When I was thus employed by my master" and read to end)
§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Lisa Lindsay, Chapter 2 from Captives as Commodities 54-77 E
Kelley & Lewis, Preface and pp. 26-52
Calvin Schermerhorn, "A History of Slavery in the United States" 
https://www.aaihs.org/a-history-of-slavery-in-the-united-states/ 
J.M. Opal, "More Island Than Frontier" Jacobin Magazine (2017) https://jacobinmag.com/2017/05/barbados-slavery-colonialism-revolt-independence 
WEEK 4 THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE AND MIDDLE PASSAGES 
Tuesday, September 7
Readings

"African Participation and Resistance to the Trade" http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/africanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld/african_participation_and_resi 
 “Lupe Fiasco’s “Manillas” and the Material Culture of Anti-Black Violence,” Black Perspectives (May 2, 2019) https://www.aaihs.org/lupe-fiascos-manillas-and-the-material-culture-of-anti-black-violence/
Alexander Falconbridge, “Treatment of the Slaves” and “Sale of the Slaves” in An Account of

the Slave Trade on the Coast of Africa, 1788, pp. 19- 36(E)*

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015063081023&view=1up&seq=42  

In Class Watch: Jessica Marie Johnson Wicked Flesh: Black Women, Intimacy, and Freedom in the Atlantic World 19:31-24:45 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnJK6flj8wY 

Thursday, September 9
Readings: 
"The Middle Passage" http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/africanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld/the_middle_passage 

Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Life of Olaudah Equiano, Chapter 2
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15399/15399-h/15399-h.htm#CHAP_II 

OR

"The “Middle Passage” of Boyrereau Brinch, an Enslaved African" (1810)

http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/becomingamer/growth/text3/boyrereaubrinch.pdf 

Vincent Harding, "From the Shores of Africa" (45-56)

§ Supplemental reading not required: 
Andrew Lawler "Muslims Were Banned From the Americas as Early as the 16th Century"

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/muslims-were-banned-americas-early-16th-century-180962059/ 

WEEK 5 INDENTURED SERVITUDE VS. ENSLAVED 
Tuesday, September 14 
Reading: 
New World Labor Systems: European Indentured Servants

http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/africanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld/new-world-labor-systems--europ 

New World Labor Systems: African Slavery
http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits/show/africanpassageslowcountryadapt/introductionatlanticworld/the_rise_of_african_slavery
"Indentured Servitude" 
https://diglib.amphilsoc.org/indenturedata/introduction.html 
In Class Watch: Societies with Slaves vs. Slave Societies (Explanatory Video) by Ira Berlin

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/videos/societies-slaves-vs-slave-societies 

§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Kelley & Lewis, pp. 53-73

African American History and Culture Module 3 The Development Indentured Servitude and Racial Slavery in the American Colonies https://courses.lumenlearning.com/atd-fscj-africanamericanhistory/chapter/introduction-3/ 

Carol Berkin, “The Rhythms of Labor: African American Women in Colonial Society,” 103-113 (E)
Tyler D. Parry, The Curious History of Anthony Johnson: From Captive African to Right-wing Talking Point, Black Perspectives https://www.aaihs.org/the-curious-history-of-anthony-johnson-from-captive-african-to-right-wing-talking-point/ 

Thursday, September 16 NO CLASS FALL BREAK
WEEK 6 AFRICAN CULTURE IN COLONIAL AMERICA
Tuesday, September 21
Readings: 
Sterling Stuckey, "Slavery and the Circle of Culture" 59-96
§ Supplemental reading not required: 
Kelley & Lewis, pp. 74-95
African American History and Culture Module 5 Creating an African American Culture https://courses.lumenlearning.com/atd-fscj-africanamericanhistory/chapter/introduction-5/ 

Patricia Samford, "The Archaeology of African American Slavery and Material Culture," 
 The William and Mary Quarterly Volume 53 No. 1 (1996): 87-114


Thursday, September 23

Readings: 
Sterling Stuckey, "Slavery and the Circle of Culture" 97-125
Christina Regelski "The Soul of Food" https://ushistoryscene.com/article/slavery-southern-cuisine/ 

https://www.louisianafolklife.org/LT/Articles_Essays/WestFeliciana8.html#Spirituals
Zack Cavalier sings "Let the Light of the Lighthouse Shine on Me."
Louise Williams sings "Jesus is on the Main Line."
In Class Watch "How the Autobiography of a Muslim Slave is Challenging an American Narrative" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBQelGvwkhE 

§ Supplemental reading not required: 
"Slavery and Music" https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/era.cfm?eraID=6&smtID=6 

Donna Cox "The Power of a Song in a Strange Land" https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/slavery/experience/education/feature.html 
Kelley Fanto Deetz, "How Enslaved Chefs Helped Shape American Cuisine" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-enslaved-chefs-helped-shape-american-cuisine-180969697/ 
John Michael Vlach, "Rooted in Africa, Raised in America: The Traditional Arts and Crafts of African-Americans Across Five Centuries" http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/tserve/freedom/1609-1865/essays/africa.htm 
Tyler Parry "How Enslaved People Found A Pathway to Self-discovery"

https://www.aaihs.org/how-enslaved-people-found-a-pathway-to-self-discovery/ 
Kathryn S. Koo "Strangers in the House of God: Cotton Mather, Onesimus, and an Experiment in Christian Slaveholding" https://www.americanantiquarian.org/proceedings/44574368.pdf 

WEEK 7 AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
Tuesday, September 28
Readings: 
Boston King, Memoirs of the Life of Boston King, A Black Preacher, Written by Himself (E)*

Daniel Mandell, "Creating an African American Identity and a New Nation" https://www.aaihs.org/creating-an-african-american-identity-and-a-new-nation/ 

§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Kelley & Lewis, pp. 95-128
African American History and Culture Module 4: African Americans and the American Revolution https://courses.lumenlearning.com/atd-fscj-africanamericanhistory/chapter/introduction-4/ 

Thursday, September 30
Readings: 
Jamelle Bouie, "The Enlightenment's Dark Side" https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/06/taking-the-enlightenment-seriously-requires-talking-about-race.html
Black Women and American Freedom in Revolutionary America

https://www.aaihs.org/black-women-and-american-freedom-in-revolutionary-america/ 

 

OR
Danny Lewis "The White House Was, in Fact, Built by Slaves" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/white-house-was-fact-built-slaves-180959916/ 
§ Supplemental reading not required: 
Jerome Palliser, "The Hidden Life of Crispus Attucks" https://allthingsliberty.com/2014/03/the-hidden-life-of-crispus-attucks/#_edn6 

Margot Minardi, "William Cooper Nell" https://www.historiansagainstslavery.org/main/william-cooper-nell/ 

WEEK 8 FREEDOM AND THE EXPANSION OF SLAVERY IN THE REVOLUTIONARY ERA 
Tuesday, October 5

Readings: 
Paul Cuffee, A Brief Account of the Settlement and Present Situation of the Colony of Sierra Leone in Africa (1812) https://credo.library.umass.edu/cgi-bin/pdf.cgi?id=scua:murb003-i101 
Nicholas Guyatt, "The American Colonization Society: 200 Years of the "'Colonizing Trick'" 

https://www.aaihs.org/the-american-colonization-society-200-years-of-the-colonizing-trick/ 

"Emancipation in New York" http://slavenorth.com/nyemancip.htm 
§ Supplemental reading not required: 
Kelley & Lewis, pp. 128-168
Erica Armstrong Dunbar, Excerpt from Never Caught the Washington's Relentless Pursuit of their Runaway Slave: Ona Judge by Erica Armstrong Dunbar 
Erica Armstrong Dunbar, "George Washington Slave Catcher" (E)* 

Craig Leban, "George Washington’s enslaved chef, who cooked in Philadelphia, disappears from painting, but may have reappeared in New York" https://www.inquirer.com/food/craig-laban/george-washington-slave-chef-cook-hercules-gilbert-stuart-painting-wrong-20190301.html
Thursday, October 7
Readings: 
Henry Louis Gates, "What was the Second Middle Passage," https://www.pbs.org/wnet/african-americans-many-rivers-to-cross/history/what-was-the-2nd-middle-passage/ 

Joshua D. Rothman, Before the Civil War, New Orleans Was the Center of the U.S. Slave Trade" 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/civil-war-new-orleans-was-center-us-slave-trade-180977532/ 

Khalil Gibran Muhammad, "The Sugar that Saturates the American Diet has a Barbaric History as the 'White Gold' that Fueled Slavery" (E)*
In Class: Watch 1811 German Coast Uprising Reenactment 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/largest-slave-revolt-in-u-s-history-lives-on-in-reenactment 
In Class Watch Whitney Plantation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfC8X2Os2z4 

§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Kelley & Lewis, pp. 168-190

African American History and Culture Module 7 The Westward Expansion of Slavery https://courses.lumenlearning.com/atd-fscj-africanamericanhistory/chapter/introduction-7/ 
How Hollywood Has Ignored the Haitian Revolution

https://www.aaihs.org/how-hollywood-has-ignored-the-haitian-revolution/ 

Reading: Teaching the Haitian Revolution (JSTOR) https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/view-article-2020-12/se8406355.pdf 

Michel-Rolph Trouillot, Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History  Ch. 3 "An Unthinkable History: The Haitian Revolution as a Non-Event" 
Christmas and Resistance to Slavery in the Americas, Black Perspectives https://www.aaihs.org/christmas-and-resistance-to-slavery-in-the-americas/ 
Meilan Solly, "Who Were America's Enslaved," https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/sweeping-new-digital-database-emphasizes-enslaved-peoples-individuality-180976513/ 

WEEK 9 MEDICINE & SLAVERY, GENDER & SLAVERY  
Tuesday, October 12
Readings: 

Deidre Cooper Owens and Sharla M. Fett, "Black Maternal and Infant Health: Historical 
Legacies of Slavery" https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdf/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305243 

Javonte Anderson "America has a history of medically abusing Black people. No wonder many 
are wary of COVID-19 vaccines" USA Today Feb. 16. 2021. 

In Class Watch: "The US medical system is still haunted by slavery" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IfYRzxeMdGs 
"Can a formula be racist" https://www.cnn.com/videos/health/2021/04/23/slavery-race-correction-medicine-history-refocused-orig.cnn/video/playlists/history-refocused/ 

Sickle Cell Anemia: https://scinfo.org/2016/02/19/the-history-of-the-sickle-shaped-cell-video-series-from-the-open-university/ (Part I), (Part 3:49-end)
Healing Oral History 

https://www.louisianafolklife.org/LT/Articles_Essays/WestFeliciana5.html#page5
Elizabeth Lee 
§ Supplemental reading not required: 
Stephen Kenny "A Statue of a Doctor Who Experimented on Enslaved People Was Removed From Central Park" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/will-statues-doctor-who-experimented-enslaved-people-come-down-next-180964600/ 

Kat Eschner "This American Doctor Pioneered Abdominal Surgery by Operating on Enslaved Women" 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/father-abdominal-surgery-practiced-enslaved-women-180967589/ 

Thursday, October 14
Readings: 
Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Seven Years Concealed (excerpt) (E)* 
Dorothy Sterling, editor, excerpts from We Are Your Sisters, pp. xiii-xviii; 13-17; 56-69 (E)*

§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Tera W. Hunter, The Long History of Child-Snatching, New York Times, June 3, 2018 https://terawhunter.com/the-long-history-of-child-snatching/ 

Tera Hunter, "The History of Black Marriage" https://terawhunter.com/the-history-of-black-marriage/ 
WEEK 10 The Amistad 
Tuesday, October 19 NO CLASS FALL BREAK 2

Thursday, October 21 

Watch: 
Ghosts of Amistad: In the Footsteps of Rebels https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUCPo0DSstY 

WEEK 11 FORGING FREEDOM 
Tuesday, October 26
Readings: 
Kate Masur, "Decades Before the Civil War, Black Activists Organized for Racial Equality"

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/decades-civil-war-black-activists-organized-racial-equality-180977321/ 
OR
Bryan Greene, 

America’s First Black Physician Sought to Heal a Nation’s Persistent Illness 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/james-mccune-smith-america-first-black-physician-180977110/ 

Christy Clark-Pujara and Anna-Lisa Cox, "How the Myth of a Liberal North Erases a Long History of White Violence"
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/how-myth-liberal-north-erases-long-history-white-violence-180975661/ 
§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Kelley & Lewis, pp. 190-218
African American History and Culture Module 6 The Abolitionist Movement https://courses.lumenlearning.com/atd-fscj-africanamericanhistory/chapter/introduction-6/ 
Nakia Parker, "Runaway Slaves to Mexico and the Road to the Civil War" https://www.aaihs.org/runaway-slaves-to-mexico-and-the-road-to-the-civil-war/ 

Michael Kernon, "A Durable Memento" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/a-durable-memento-168316611/ 


Thursday, October 28
Readings: 
Solomon Northup, Twelve Years a Slave (excerpt) https://www.napavalley.edu/people/bschaffer/Documents/HIST%20120%20Spring%202014/Excerpt%20Northup%2012%20Years%20a%20Slave.pdf  
Katie Caluatti, “What’ll Become of Me?” Finding the Real Patsey of 12 Years a Slave 

https://www.vanityfair.com/hollywood/2014/03/patsey-12-years-a-slave 

In Class Exercise: Look for Patsey with Primary Documents 
In Class Analyze: David Walker, Walkers Appeal in Four Articles (Introduction and excerpts) (E)*
§ Supplemental reading not required: 
Jonathan Daniel Wells, "The So-Called ‘Kidnapping Club’ Featured Cops Selling Free Black New Yorkers Into Slavery" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/so-called-kidnapping-club-featured-new-york-cops-selling-free-blacks-slavery-180976055/ 

Christy Hyman, " The Disappearance of Eve and Sall: Escaping Slavery in North Carolina" https://www.aaihs.org/the-disappearance-of-eve-and-sall-escaping-slavery-in-north-carolina/ 
WEEK 12 ON THE EVE OF WAR
Tuesday, November 2
Readings: 
Jeff Forrett, " The Notorious ‘Yellow House’ That Made Washington, D.C. a Slavery Capital" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-yellow-house-helped-make-washington-dc-slavery-capital-180975378/ 

OR
Jared Brock, "The Story of Josiah Henson, the Real Inspiration for ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/story-josiah-henson-real-inspiration-uncle-toms-cabin-180969094/ 

Meilan Solly, "The True Story Behind the Harriet Tubman Movie" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/true-story-harriet-tubman-movie-180973413/ 

OR
Meilan Solly, "The True Story of the Underground Railroad" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/true-history-behind-amazon-primes-underground-railroad-180977717/ 

In Class Watch: Frederick Douglass, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?” (1852)

https://www.npr.org/2020/07/03/884832594/video-frederick-douglass-descendants-read-his-fourth-of-july-speech 

Excerpt https://www.americanyawp.com/reader/democracy-in-america/frederick-douglass-what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july-1852/ 
Full Speech: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july/ 


In Class Watch: One-Time Slave Pen Now a Museum About the Horrors of Slavery 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2BmGa5ZFf8 


§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Kelley & Lewis, pp. 218-226
African American History and Culture Module 8 Slavery and the Sectional Crisis https://courses.lumenlearning.com/atd-fscj-africanamericanhistory/chapter/introduction-8/ 
Time Team America Season 2 Episode 1 "The Search for Josiah Henson" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OSR2noiPv8 
Manisha Shah, "The Underground Railroad in Art and History: A Review of Colson Whitehead's Novel" https://www.journalofthecivilwarera.org/2016/11/underground-railroad-art-history-review-colson-whiteheads-novel/#_ftn1 
Haleema Shah, "This South Carolina Cabin Is Now a Crown Jewel in the Smithsonian Collections" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/south-carolina-cabin-has-become-crown-jewel-smithsonian-collections-180970681/ 
Jessie Morgan Owens, "The Enslaved Girl Who Became America’s First Poster Child" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/enslaved-girl-americas-first-poster-child-180971444/ 

Alice George, "Why Harriet Tubman’s Heroic Military Career Is Now Easier to Envision" 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/why-harriet-tubmans-heroic-military-career-now-easier-envision-180975038/ 

Allison Keyes, "A Previously Unknown Portrait of a Young Harriet Tubman Goes on View" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/previously-unknown-portrait-abolitionist-harriet-tubman-young-woman-goes-view-180971796/ 
 Danna Larch "These Photo Albums Offer a Rare Glimpse of 19th-Century Boston’s Black Community" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/these-personal-photo-albums-offer-rare-glimpse-bostons-black-society-during-civil-war-180972290/
"Slavery in the President's Neighborhood" https://www.whitehousehistory.org/spn/timeline 
Karin Wulf, How Black Women Brought Liberty to Washington in the 1800s

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/black-women-and-liberty-early-washington-dc-180977150/
Thursday, November 4
Readings: 

Connie Hassett-Walker, "The racist roots of American policing: From slave patrols to traffic stops"

https://theconversation.com/the-racist-roots-of-american-policing-from-slave-patrols-to-traffic-stops-112816 

Allison Keyes, The ‘Clotilda,’ the Last Known Slave Ship to Arrive in the U.S., Is Found

 https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/clotilda-last-known-slave-ship-arrive-us-found-180972177/ 
In Class Watch: "The Clotilda" (Video) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OAlzo3ParMA 
§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Jill Lepore, "The Invention of the Police," https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/07/20/the-invention-of-the-police 
Penelope Fergison, "Slave Patrols in the President's Neighborhood" https://www.whitehousehistory.org/slave-patrols-in-the-presidents-neighborhood 
Anna Diamond, "Zora Neale Hurston’s ‘Barracoon’ Tells the Story of the Slave Trade’s Last Survivor" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/zora-neale-hurston-barracoon-last-survivor-slave-trade-180968944/ 
WEEK 13 THE CIVIL WAR
Tuesday, November 9
Readings: 

Slave Narratives and the Civil War https://www.essentialcivilwarcurriculum.com/slave-narratives-and-the-civil-war.html (Start with 11th paragraph "If we focus on the 1861-1865 period…")
Tera Hunter, “When Slave Owners Got Reparations,” The New York Times, April 16, 2019 (E)*
Jim Percoco, "The United States Colored Troops" https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/united-states-colored-troops 
In Class Activity: When was Annie Davis Free? https://www.docsteach.org/activities/teacher/letter-to-president-abraham-lincoln-from-annie-davis 

§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Kelley & Lewis, pp. 227-243
African American History and Culture Module 9 African Americans and the Civil War https://courses.lumenlearning.com/atd-fscj-africanamericanhistory/chapter/introduction-9/ 
Thursday, November 11 


Readings: 
Holly Pinhiero "Black Women, the Civil War, and the United States Colored Troops" 

https://www.aaihs.org/black-women-the-civil-war-and-united-states-colored-troops/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=black-women-the-civil-war-and-united-states-colored-troops 

Mary Chandler Sampson and Kevin Levin "The Loyalty of 'Heroic Black Confederate' Silas Chandler" https://www.historynet.com/loyalty-silas-chandler.htm 

OR
Sam Smith, "Black Confederates: Truth and Beyond" https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/black-confederates-truth-and-legend 
OR
Kevin Levin, "The Diaries Left Behind by Confederate Soldiers Reveal the True Role of Enslaved Labor at Gettysburg" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/diaries-left-behind-confederate-soldiers-reveals-role-enslaved-labor-gettysburg-180972538/ 

In Class Watch: Barbara Fields Interview https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=291856332279136 
In Class Watch: "Everything You Wanted to Know About the Black Confederate Myth in Less Than 10 Minutes" (1:42-8:15) https://youtu.be/2rDdZ2ZKttA 

WEEK 14 FREEDOM AND RECONSTRUCTION 
Tuesday, November 16
Readings: 
"The Problem of Whitewashing Juneteenth"
https://www.aaihs.org/the-problem-of-white-washing-juneteenth/ 
OR
"Ruminations on Juneteenth Red as a Living Archive" 
https://www.aaihs.org/ruminations-on-juneteenth-red-as-a-living-archive/ 

OR
Juneteenth and the Broader Black Freedom Struggle

https://www.aaihs.org/juneteenth-and-the-broader-black-freedom-struggle/ 

Lorraine Boissoneault, " The International Vision of John Willis Menard, First African-American Elected to Congress" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/international-vision-john-willis-menard-first-african-american-elected-congress-180968330/ 

OR
Bobby Donaldson, "Meet Joseph Rainey, the First Black Congressman" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/joseph-rainey-first-black-congressman-180976502/ 
§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Kelley & Lewis, pp. 243-280
African American History and Culture Module 10 Reconstruction https://courses.lumenlearning.com/atd-fscj-africanamericanhistory/chapter/introduction-10/ 
Martha Jones, "George Hackett, Baltimore’s Birthright Citizen" https://www.aaihs.org/george-hackett-baltimores-birthright-citizen/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=george-hackett-baltimores-birthright-citizen 

William Darity Jr. and Charles Ali Bey, "Allegiance, Birthright, and Race in America" https://www.aaihs.org/allegiance-birthright-and-race-in-america/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=allegiance-birthright-and-race-in-america 

Tyler Parry, "Black Radicalism and the ‘Tuition Free’ University,” https://www.aaihs.org/black-radicalism-and-the-tuition-free-university/ 

Thursday, November 18

Readings: 
Jessica Marie Johnson, "'Yet Lives and Fights': Riots, Resistance, and Reconstruction" https://www.aaihs.org/yet-lives-and-fights-riots-resistance-and-reconstruction/ 
OR
Danny Lewis, "The 1873 Colfax Massacre Crippled the Reconstruction Era"

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/1873-colfax-massacre-crippled-reconstruction-180958746/ 

OR
Justin Nystrom, "Battle of Liberty Place" https://64parishes.org/entry/the-battle-of-liberty-place 

Tyler Parry, Slavery, the Plantation Myth, and Alternative Facts
https://www.aaihs.org/slavery-the-plantation-myth-and-alternative-facts/ 
OR
Beyond Monuments: African Americans Contesting Civil War Memory https://www.aaihs.org/beyond-monuments-african-americans-contesting-civil-war-memory/ 
§ Supplemental reading not required: 

Lorraine Boissoneault " The Deadliest Massacre in Reconstruction-Era Louisiana Happened 150 Years Ago" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/story-deadliest-massacre-reconstruction-era-louisiana-180970420/ 
Douglas Egerton, "Terrorized African-Americans Found Their Champion in Civil War Hero Robert Smalls" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/terrorized-african-americans-champion-civil-war-hero-robert-smalls-180970031/ 

WEEK 15 THANKSGIVING WEEK
Tuesday, November 23
Thursday, November 25
WEEK 16 TIES TO THE PRESENT
Tuesday, November 30

Readings: 
Ta-Nehisi Coates, "The Case for Reparations," The Atlantic June 2014 (E)* https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/ 
"A Nation Built on the Back of Slavery and Racism" 

https://www.yesmagazine.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/74/74-JTF-8.5x11.pdf 

Bryan Stevenson, "Criminal Justice System" (E)*
In Class Watch: "Louisiana history text book under fire for not giving the full story on Civil War"

 https://www.wwltv.com/article/news/education/louisiana-history-text-book-under-fire-for-not-giving-the-full-story-on-civil-war/289-59bb9585-4c78-4109-97f2-b37a0c5da64c 

Excerpts from textbook: https://twitter.com/jbenton/status/1404245820103348227?lang=en 

§ Supplemental reading not required: 
Patrick Rael, "Demystifying the 13th Amendment and Its Impact on Mass Incarceration" https://www.aaihs.org/demystifying-the-13th-amendment-and-its-impact-on-mass-incarceration/ 

W. Caleb McDaniel " In 1870, Henrietta Wood Sued for Reparations—and Won" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/henrietta-wood-sued-reparations-won-180972845/ 

Bryan Greene "Created 150 Years Ago, the Justice Department’s First Mission Was to Protect Black Rights" https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/created-150-years-ago-justice-departments-first-mission-was-protect-black-rights-180975232/ 
Sarah Souli, "Does America Need a Truth and Reconciliation Commission," https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/08/16/does-america-need-a-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-395332 
Scottie Andrew, "Reparations for slavery could have reduced Covid-19 transmission and deaths in the US, Harvard study says" https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/16/us/reparations-covid-black-americans-disparity-trnd/index.html 

Course Requirements: 


The course will be primarily discussion driven, based on the course readings and analysis of primary sources. Students will be expected complete the reading prior to the class meeting and to join in class discussion. In addition to class participation, there will be two other graded components. Students will write 3 historical analysis papers and serve as a discussion leader for 2 classes.  

Discussion Leader:


Students will sign up to serve as a discussion leader for 2 class meeting. Prior to the class, the student will write a 1 page reaction paper to the reading. During the class, the student will help to facilitate the class discussion. 

Three Historical Analysis Papers

Students will write three historical analysis papers. Students will choose 1 of the 4 prompts for each of the papers. Each prompt asks the students to assume the role of a historical consultant and apply knowledge from the course to a contemporary issue. 

Due Dates: 


Paper #1 Oct. 1

Paper #2 Nov. 1

Paper #3 Dec. 3
Methods of Evaluation: 

Class Participation: 100 points 

Class Discussion Leader: 100 points 

Short Reflection Paper 1: 100 points 

Short Reflection Paper 2: 100 points

Short Reflection Paper 3: 100 points 

A-450-500 points

B-400-449

C-350-399

D-325-349

F-325 and lower

Make-up Procedure:

All assignments are take-home and are due on the listed due date. If students need an extension, they must get permission from the professor prior to the due date. An unexcused late exam or paper will go down a full letter grade for each class meeting the assignment is late. 
Attendance Policy:
This class follows the attendance policy set out by the Nicholls guidelines. 
Academic Honesty Policy / Cheating / Disruptive Behavior: (use of cell phones, distracting behavior, sleeping, use of computers for purposes other than class related, etc.)  Students should familiarize themselves with the terms of dishonesty, cheating/plagiarism, and disruptive behavior in the Student Policy and Procedure Manual.
Multiple Cheating Offenses:
The Academic Integrity Section of the Student Policy and Procedure Manual includes a requirement that faculty file a charge complaint statement with their respective dean whenever a student is confronted or disciplined for cheating. The Office of Academic Affairs will maintain these records, and any student confronted and/or disciplined for multiple offenses of academic dishonesty will be brought before the Academic Affairs Integrity Committee for further review and potential sanctions that may include dismissal from the University up to one academic year.  Please read the Student Policy and Procedure Manual for further details regarding this policy. 

Academic Grievances:
The proper procedure for filing grade appeals or grievances related to academic matters is listed in the Academic Affairs section of the Student Policy and Procedure Manual at the following link:  https://www.nicholls.edu/student-policy/academic-integrity/
Chain of Command

Nicholls is committed to providing the best class experience possible. If you have any concerns about this course outside of what your instructor or professor can address, please follow the chain of command that has been established as part of university protocol:

1. Contact your professor or advisor, again, to find a potential solution. 

If your concern was not resolved then:

2. Contact your Department Head of History & Geography
· Dr. Paul Wilson 
· Email: paul.wilson@nicholls.edu 
· Office 207 Peltier Hall
· Phone: 985-448-4463
If your concern was still not resolved or the Department Head was not available then:

3. Contact the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts
· Dr. Jean Donegan 
· Email: jean.donegan@nicholls.edu
· Office: Peltier Hall 127
· Phone: 985-448-4390
If your concern warrants further consideration by university administration, the Dean will contact the appropriate person. 
Classwork During Extreme Emergencies 

During extreme weather or other emergency situations, the President of the university may declare either Closure Status or Remote Learning Status for a period of one or more days.  During these times, students and faculty are responsible for reading and remaining familiar with (1) official emergency notifications through the Nicholls website and (2) all emergency guidelines of the university.
 

CLOSURE STATUS.  When the university is officially closed, all teaching operations are suspended.  During these days, there will be neither classroom nor online teaching, no expectation of class participation, no assignments due, and no tests or quizzes administered. 
 

REMOTE LEARNING STATUS.  When the university is open but it is unsafe to travel to or work on campus, students and faculty are responsible for continued learning through remote (online) means.  During these days, teaching will occur and class participation is expected.  Assignments, tests, and quizzes will be administered as planned unless otherwise directed by the faculty instructor.  Under this status, for learning to continue:

· Students must (1) maintain access to Moodle, Nicholls email, phone, and textbooks and other course materials and (2) remain in contact with their course instructors. 

· Students are required to have access to the following to participate in remote learning: 1) A computer with broadband internet access. As courses may require the watching of video lessons and the completion of online lessons, an internet connection of 5mbps is a minimum requirement. 2) Access to a webcam and microphone. These will be needed for class discussions, as well as for taking exams. 3) The ability to download the following software which may differ for each faculty member but could be Zoom, ProctorU, Respondus, Skype, Discord, etc. 
· Faculty will (1) conduct teaching through online means, (2) ensure opportunities for student progress and completion, and (3) adjust course requirements as necessary to accommodate special courses like labs, studios, and clinicals.
Turnitin Policy:
By taking this course, students agree that all assignments are subject to submission to Turnitin, a plagiarism detection software that checks documents for originality. All work submitted to Turnitin will be added to its database of papers. Specifically, this service compares your paper with Internet web pages, articles in databases, and all papers previously submitted. Turnitin then either confirms the originality of your work or gives the source of plagiarism.  In cases of detected plagiarism, the paper and supporting evidence will be handled in compliance with the Academic Integrity Section of the Student Policy and Procedure Manual. https://www.nicholls.edu/student-policy/academic-integrity/.

Student Portfolio – Watermark Student Learning and Licensure (SLL)

Nicholls State University has adopted Watermark’s Student Learning and Licensure (SLL) and Outcomes Assessment Projects (OAP) as its Assessment System. SLL allows you to set up a personal portfolio highlighting the skills you acquire in your time at Nicholls, including activities outside of the classroom. This class is using this system to assess learning outcomes of your academic program or of the university.  All students are assessed a fee called Electronic Assessment Fee in their first semester at Nicholls.  SLL and OAP assignments will be loaded through Moodle. You will be sent an invitation from Watermark in the second week of the semester.  Inquiries about any Watermark product can be sent to watermark@nicholls.edu.

University Title IX Statement

Students who believe they have been harassed, discriminated against, or involved in sexual violence should contact the University’s Title IX Coordinator (titleix@nicholls.edu) or visit http://nicholls.edu/titleix for information about campus resources and confidential support services, including confidential counseling services. 
Americans With Disabilities Act:
Students with a documented disability are entitled to reasonable classroom accommodations under the ADA. To receive accommodations, contact the Student Access Center at (985) 448-4430. Additional information can be found at https://www.nicholls.edu/student-access-center/.
Academic Services Center Assists with Studying and Assignments:
· The Tutoring Center. Call 985-448-4100, email: tutoring@nicholls.edu, or visit https://www.nicholls.edu/tutoring/.  (Located in Ellender Library, first floor)
· The Writing Center. Call 985-448-4100, email: writingcenter@nicholls.edu, or visit http://www/nicholls.edu/tutoring/.  (Located in Ellender Library, first floor)
· Online Tutoring Resources through Moodle.  Locate the University Services menu and select "Tutoring Services." Then scroll down to the "Online Resources" section on the webpage.
· Remote Online Tutoring/Skills Building. On Moodle main page, under My Courses, choose “Tutoring for Students.” Select Brainfuse to access a comprehensive suite of online academic services designed to support many learning needs and styles. There is a $55 charge for two hours of live tutoring.

DROP DATE:  The last day to drop a course with a “W” is: Sept. 20th (Final date for automatic W when dropping a Full Term course or resigning from the University. Last day to drop or resign from Term A or Term B (regular and online) classes.








